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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – May 15, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 

 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Economic Development Advisory (EDAC) Chair Steve Bittel, Attorney Barry Faulkner, Solid Waste 
Manager Josh Whipple, Recreation Director Aaron Cherry 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley updated the numbers: 3382 cases, 1247 recovered and 151 deaths.  Cheshire County is at 45 
cases but no change for Swanzey. Tax Warrant was run this afternoon, so that will be approved by the 
Board at their meeting next week. Tax bills will be out soon.  Outdoor dining applications are coming in. 
Branley said the Planning Board approved the outdoor dining form for temporary use. Governor is 
having press conference at 3 pm. Branley said supposedly there is more funding for CARES act being 
introduced. Staff participated in a conference call yesterday and funding for municipalities is available 
through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and through the CARES act. Branley said 
staff is compiling all reimbursable expenses.  He reminded those in attendance that the Board of 
Selectmen will be going to Tuesday and Thursday meetings at 2 p.m. next week.  Colby said in the event 
there is an emergency situation another meeting can be called during the week. 
 
Whipple said he now has 200 masks and more sanitizers as well picked up at the DMV.  Gregory said she 
also picked up masks at the DMV as well.  
 
Bittel spoke about the last EDAC meeting at which with a staff member of Southwest Region Planning 
Commission spoke about an Economic Adjustment Assistance program which is funding $1.5 billion for a 
variety of project like public works, and economic developing programs, and these require a 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). Bittel said two proposals will be made to that 
program by Swanzey: one is for fire pond funding for businesses and the second is for possible 
infrastructure improvements along the State Route 10 corridor. He emphasized that the town is rural 
and businesses are spread out, which makes fire ponds essential for fire suppression for businesses.  
Bittel said the sewer and water improvements would be for funding a feasibility study.  The submissions 
for the grants are in the works. 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Cherry provided guidelines for summer camps which can be found at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/Camps-Decision-Tree.pdf 
 
He asked if the Town has masks and gloves and whether or not he needs to place an order. Branley said 
there are some gloves and gloves and there is a program through the State which enables ordering them 
and picking them up at the NH Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). Branley asked Cherry to give the 
amount needed to Branley. Cherry said he also will need thermometers and he will order those for 
testing for fever.  
 
Faulkner asked about training staff how to recognize symptoms. He noted there are new symptoms for 
children, and it might be helpful to have some training. Cherry said he is creating software guidelines for 
staff and a health contingency plan. That will inform the staff what to look for.  He emphasized that 
parents should not send their child to camp if the child is not feeling well.  He said he is waiting to be 
informed by the State as to what can be done, and he wants to be as prepared as he can be.  
 
Colby said he appreciates everyone’s’ participation. 
 
Meeting over at 2:15 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on May 20, 2020  
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